
 

SUNDAY AM APRIL 19, 2015 

Announcements ........................ Chad Smith 

Prayer ........................................ Chad Smith 

Song Leader .......................... Adam Guthrie 

Communion ............................. Matt Stubbs 

Server ....................................... Billy Bowles 

Server .................................... Eddie Stewart 

Server ..................................... Jimmy Spivey 

Prayer ................................ Jonathan Wilson 

Scripture  ........................................ Jeff Hale 

Lesson ................................. Deland Guthrie 

Closing Prayer ........................... Rick Harrell  

Nursery............................... Suzanne Dasher 

Foyer Monitor ................... Jonathan Wilson 

Greeters ......................................................  

Lock Building ..................... Jonathan Wilson 

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICE 

Song Leader .............................. Rick Harrell 

Prayer ............................................. Jeff Hale  

Communion ............................. Matt Stubbs 

Lesson ................................. Deland Guthrie 

Closing Prayer ........................... Chad Smith 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 22, 2015 

Song Leader ........................... Jimmy Spivey 

Prayer ............................................. Jeff Hale 

Lesson ...................................... Matt Stubbs 

Gospel Plan of Salvation 

 
Hear the Gospel 

Romans 1:16     Romans 10:15-17 
 

Believe the Gospel 
Mark 16:15-16 

 
Repent of Your Sins 

Acts 3:19     Acts 17:30 
 

Confess Christ as the Son of God 
Romans 10:9-10 

 
Be Baptized for the Remission of Sins 

Acts 2:38     Galatians 3:27 
 

Live Faithful 
Revelation 2:10 

 
Study the Word 
2 Timothy 2:15 

 

For the Record 

Bible study------------------------ 23 
Worship 
     Sunday morning ------------- 57 
      Sunday evening ------------- 23 
Contributions --------------- $1994 
Wednesday evening ----------- 18 
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Man’s Part in Salvation: 
‘Losers’ attempt systematic dismemberment of Bible teaching  

J. Randal Matheny 

(BNC Editorial) — As a poster of Bible verses, comments, and quick Bible truths, 
your editor came across a verse recently that stood out in a way that he’d not 
seen before. Second Thessalonians 2.13 proclaims both God’s part and man’s in 
salvation. 

“… God chose you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the 
Spirit and faith in the truth” (NET). 

On this verse, denominational author Peter Pett wrote that salvation “was then 
to be accomplished by two means, sanctification in the Spirit, which is God’s side, 
and belief of the truth, which is the resulting response of man.” 

It is widely understood by most that God has a part in salvation, as does man. But 
some, wanting to change the truth of Scripture, vent their ire against this 
emphasis in the churches. They want to excise a good part of biblical obedience. 
So they claim that we have made the two parts equal. How easy to destroy such a 
straw man! 

Years ago, Batsell Barrett Baxter anticipated charges of God’s and man’s parts 
being equal. In a tract often reproduced work of Baxter’s on the Internet, under 
the question, “How does one become a member of the church of Christ?,”  

He makes it clear:  

In the salvation of man’s soul there are 2 necessary parts: God’s part and man’s 
part. God’s part is the big part, “For by grace you have been saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift if God; not of works, that no man should 
glory” (Ephesians 2:8-9). The love which God felt for man led him to send Christ 
into the world to redeem man.  The life and teaching of Jesus, the sacrifice on the 
cross, and the proclaiming of the gospel to men constitute God’s part in salvation. 
Though God’s part is the big part, man’s part is also necessary if man is to reach 
heaven. Man must comply with the conditions of pardon which the Lord has 
announced. 
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Brethren have been careful not to leave the impression that obedience is a work of 
merit. Baxter, again, this time in Star Bible’s popular book, introducing the Church 
of Christ. 

Do not misunderstand this emphasis upon obedience. We do not earn salvation, 
but we must comply with the conditions laid down by the Lord in order to receive 
the free gift of eternal salvation. Christ said, “Even so ye also when ye shall have 
done all the things that are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable servants; we 
have done that which it was our duty to do” (Luke 17:10). Man cannot earn 
salvation through works of merit, but he must comply with the conditions that the 
Lord laid down in order to receive the gift of salvation. 

Later, in that same chapter, he writes, “We are saved by grace — on God’s side; we 
are saved by faith — on man’s side.” 

What bothers those who loose on earth what has not been loosed in heaven is the 
obedience of faith, as Paul calls it at the beginning and at the end of Romans, Rom. 
1.5; 16.26. So they move obedience into the category of meritorious works. They 
make grace a cover for the stubborn will and arrogant disobedience. They think 
they’ve found a new teaching in the thin gruel of faith-only, stripped of its deeper 
meaning of faithfulness. 

People who are “five-steppers”, teaching a “checklist salvation”, are the worst of 
the legalists, say the losers. Yes, we teach there are steps or actions to be taken in 
order to enter the salvation that God so graciously offers. Because the Bible teaches 
them, insists on them, makes them essential. 

Elsewhere, I wrote that I had an old friend who posed a question that had been put 
in his mouth. He asked me to list all the points of obedience we’re required to do. 
“What is the pattern?” he asked. The old gotcha attempt. I turned the question 
around, asked him to list the bare minimum required for salvation. Although I 
insisted several times, he consistently refused to answer. I told him he was then 
being dishonest if he couldn’t answer such an “easy” question. He knew that once 
he made his short list, I’d cite something from the New Testament that declared it 
was necessary for salvation. 

In every way, a systematic dismemberment of the gospel is occurring. Systematic, 
because it is a planned and purposeful attempt. Dismemberment, because the 
losers are pulling apart every teaching about man’s part in salvation, so they can 
have fellowship at large and gain status among denominations. 

It seems incredible that some in the family of God have yet to wake up to this 
covert (and sometimes open), malicious attack. That it is having a measure of 
success among us testifies to the unwillingness of some to deal with the sin that 
crouches at the door and desires to dominate the people of God. We must do right 
and subdue it, Gn 4.7. 

Announcements 

 
 Ladies Bible class Tuesday mornings @ 10 am 

 
 May (?   To be announced) ~ 6:30 pm ~ “Struggle Seek Grow” ~ 

Ladies Bible class   Please bring finger foods   

 
 

In our Prayers 
Meeks family, Deweese family, Ruth Starling,  Johann Sluss,  Marsha 
Swain, Charles White, Haden Vinsen,  Irene Horne, Addison Johnson, 
Wanda Hamm, Glenda Hyatt, Bob Myers, Beverly Strange, Lisa Owens, 
Faye Johnson, Joe Cone, Deborah Croft 

 

Area Meetings 
 

May 3-6  ~ Gospel Meeting ~ Quitman Church of Christ ~ Barry Grider 
Sunday, 9:30, 10:30, and 6:00.  Mon – Wed 7:00.   
 
May 17-20 ~ Gospel Meeting ~ Madison Church of Christ ~ Times to 
be announced when we get the flyer   
 

 

Weekly Bible Verse 
 

Romans 10:1    New King James Version (NKJV) 
 

Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be 
saved. 

 


